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APPENDIX 
NACUA UNIFORM SUBJECT MATTER 
INDEX FOR LEGAL ISSUES RELATING 
TO COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 


ACCREDITATION—Encompassing such issues as judicial review 
of accrediting decisions, due process and antitrust considerations. 


ADMINISTRATORS—Encompassing sample employment con- 
tracts and procedures for selecting administrators. (Deans and 
departmental chairpersons are considered administrators for pur- 
poses of this classification.) 


ADMISSIONS—Encompassing primarily administrative matters 
regarding admissions, including fraud in the admissions process. 
Issues concerning discrimination in admissions are subsumed 
under “‘DISCRIMINATION.”’ 


ATHLETICS AND SPORTS—Encompassing issues concerning 
telecasting of sports events, but not including discriminatory 


issues such as those arising under Title IX, which are indexed 
under ‘‘DISCRIMINATION,”’ nor coaching staff employment 
issues, which are indexed under ‘‘FACULTY’”’ or ‘‘PERSONNEL.”’ 


ATTORNEYS—Encompassing matters concerning the role of the 
college and university attorney and issues of attorney-client 
privilege. 


AUXILIARY ENTERPRISES—Encompassing the operation of book- 
stores, food service operations, campus shops, university presses 
and other organizations operated and directly managed by institu- 
tions, and for whose actions the institution is generally liable. 


BANKRUPTCY—Encompassing matters with regard to student 
debts, and withholding transcripts of students who have had debts 
discharged in bankruptcy proceedings. For general transcript with- 
holding see ‘‘DEBT COLLECTIONS;”’ for bankruptcy of institu- 
tions, see ‘““FINANCIAL ASPECTS OF INSTITUTIONAL MAN- 
AGEMENT.”’ 


CONTRACTS—Encompassing matters relating to construction 
contracts, the effect of state competitive bidding statutes, leases of 
both real and personal property, publishing contracts, and music 
performance agreements (ASCAP, BMI, SESAC). Matters relating 
to licensing, ownership, and royalty distribution arising between 
the institution and insiders, such as students and faculty, are 
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found under the headings ‘‘COPYRIGHT,’’ ‘‘PATENTS,’’ or 
‘‘TRADEMARK,”’ as appropriate. This heading does not include 
matters regarding government research contracts, which are under 
the heading ‘‘RESEARCH,’’ nor matters of implied student- 
institution contracts or contracts of enrollment, which are under 
the heading ‘‘STUDENTS.”’ 


COPYRIGHT—Encompassing issues relating to institutional 
ownership of work accomplished by faculty, students, and other 
insiders, copyright of computer software, and issues relating to fair 
use and photocopying. 


CREDITS AND DEGREES—Encompassing matters of degree 
revocation, questions of institutional authority to grant credits and 
degrees, and matters of fraud, omission, and misrepresentation af- 
fecting validity of credits and degrees. 


DEBT COLLECTIONS—Encompassing collection of the financial 
obligations of students and faculty to institutions, but excluding 
issues in statutory bankruptcy actions, which may be found under 
the heading ‘“BANKRUPTCY.”’ 


DISCRIMINATION—Encompassing matters of discrimination on 


the basis of age, race, color, religion, sex, national origin, handicap, 
or other reason, in admissions, employment (except with regard to 
faculty, who are discussed under that heading), availability of edu- 
cational opportunity, in the operation of statewide educational sys- 
tems, and in athletic programs (e.g., matters under Title IX). Also 
including affirmative action, sexual harassment, and discrimina- 
tion in awarding scholarships. 


FACULTY—Encompassing matters of academic freedom in first 
amendment issues, sample employment contracts and appoint- 
ment letters, sample faculty handbooks and manuals, appoint- 
ments, renewals, non-renewals and tenure issue (including dis- 
crimination). 


FINANCIAL AID TO STUDENTS, ADMINISTRATION OF (STATE 
AND FEDERAL)—Encompassing award criteria and federal record- 
keeping requirements. For matters regarding debt collection, see 
that topic. 


FINANCIAL ASPECTS OF INSTITUTIONAL MANAGEMENT— 
Encompassing financial obligations of institutions, charitable so- 
licitation bv institutions, fund raising, investments, and bond 
issues. Also including matters of financial exigency, retrench- 
ment, and institutional bankruptcy. 


FOUNDATIONS—Encompassing issues regarding college or uni- 
versity related entities concerned with charitable research and 
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alumni functions, and regarding organizations characterized by 
apparent autonomy from the institution and for whose actions the 
institution is ostensibly not liable. 


GOVERNANCE—Encompassing matters of institutional autonomy, 
the constitutional status of state institutions, and rules relating to 
regulation of public access to campus and facilities. 


HEALTH SCIENCES—Encompassing legal matters relating to the 
operations of health science programs and health service delivery 
programs, governance of academic health centers, relationships of 
health science schools to parent universities, affiliated hospitals 
and other institutions, methods of staff cooperation, faculty prac- 
tice plans, shared resource and facility plans, governmental regula- 
tions, issues of special interest to veterinary schools, and confiden- 
tiality of medical records. 


INSURANCE—Encompassing all types of insurance and indem- 
nification issues and including sample policies. 


LABOR LAW—Encompassing academic collective bargaining and 
all matters arising under the National Labor Relations Act and 
related federal labor statutes. 


LEGISLATION—Primarily a referral cacegory, for copies of pend- 
ing and enacted state and federal legislation that affects the inter- 
ests of institutions of higher education. 


LIABILITY—Of Institutions: agency questions, releases, and im- 
munities. Personal: of governing boards. With regard to matters of 
insurance and indemnification, see ‘‘INSURANCE.”’ 


MUSEUMS AND COLLECTIONS—Encompassing all legal matters 
relating to college and university muesums, collections, galleries, 
and historic properties, including: (a) governance, relationships 
with parent institutions, and responsibilities for management and 
operation, (b) special legal problems associated with such activi- 
ties, such as the loan of properties, the acquistion of collections 
and properties by gift, purchase and loan, use, maintenance, and 
disposal (deaccession) thereof by gift or sale, (c) access by scholars 
and the public, (d) conservation and safeguarding of collections 
and properties, and (e) governmental regulations pertinent to such 
matters. 


PATENTS—Encompassing legal developments in intellectual prop- 
erty and patents, matters arising under the University and Small 
Business Patent Act and other federal regulatory and statutory mat- 
ters, example and institutional patent policies including royalty 
distribution procedures, information relating to issues in disputed 
ownership of inventions. 
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PERSONNEL—Encompassing issues pertaining to personnel other 
than faculty and administrators. 


REAL PROPERTY—Encompassing issues in zoning, acquistion, 
and divestiture of land. For issues arising in building construction, 
see ‘“‘CONTRACTS.”’ 


REGULATORY MEASURES, FEDERAL AND STATE (NON-DIS- 
CRIMINATION ISSUES)—This category encompasses issues of 
regulatory impact as well as aspects of particular regulatory 
schemes. 


RESEARCH—Encompassing research assistance agreements with 
outside entities, and government research contracts and grants. 
See ‘‘“FOUNDATIONS”’ for issues regarding quasi-independent 
and independent research corporations set up by institutions. 


STUDENTS—Encompassing matters relating to students, includ- 
ing academic standards, academic and disciplinary procedures 
and due process, handbooks, regulations, issues concerning 
theories of enrollment contracts, foreign students, student organ- 
izations and activities, student participation in institutional gov- 
ernance, criminal conduct, and student publications. 


TAXATION—Encompassing such issues as tax sheltered annuity 
programs, tuition remission arrangements, and taxability of 
stipends. 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS—Encompassing matters arising out of 
institutional operation of television and radio station. 


TRADEMARK—Encompassing issues relating to trademark protec- 
tion for university insignia, the proprietary interest of institutions 
in their insignia, and other trademark issues. 


TRUSTS, ESTATES, AND GIFTS—Encompassing matters of defer- 
red giving, restrictive gifts involving arguably unlawful classifica- 
tions, and general matters of trust administration and philanthropy 
for the benefit of the institution. 


TUITION AND FEES—Encompassing such matters as residency 
determinations for tuition and fee purposes and the scope of 
authority of governing boards to impose and expend tuitior and 
fees. 














